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species-of-concern, and species-of-in-
terest, then the plan must include ad-
ditional provisions for these species, 
consistent with the limits of Agency 
authorities, the capability of the plan 
area, and overall multiple use objec-
tives. 

§ 219.11 Role of science in planning. 
(a) The responsible official must take 

into account the best available science. 
For purposes of this subpart, taking 
into account the best available science 
means the responsible official must: 

(1) Document how the best available 
science was taken into account in the 
planning process within the context of 
the issues being considered; 

(2) Document that the science was 
appropriately interpreted and applied. 

(b) To meet the requirements of para-
graph (a) of this section, the respon-
sible official may use independent peer 
review, a science advisory board, or 
other review methods to evaluate the 
consideration of science in the plan-
ning process. 

§ 219.12 Suitable uses and provisions 
required by NFMA. 

(a) Suitable uses—(1) Identification of 
suitable land uses. National Forest Sys-
tem lands are generally suitable for a 
variety of multiple uses, such as out-
door recreation, range, timber, water-
shed, and wildlife and fish purposes. 
The responsible official, as appropriate, 
shall identify areas within a National 
Forest System unit as generally suit-
able for uses that are compatible with 
desired conditions and objectives for 
that area. The responsible official may 
identify lands within the plan area as 
generally not suitable for uses that are 
not compatible with desired conditions 
and objectives for that area. Identifica-
tion of an area as generally suitable or 
not suitable for a use is guidance for 
project and activity decisionmaking 
and not a permanent land designation, 
and is subject to change through plan 
amendment or plan revision. 

A plan approval document may in-
clude project and activity decisions in-
cluding prohibitions of a specific use 
(or uses) under 36 CFR part 261 or au-
thorization of a specific use (or uses) 
when the supporting analysis and plan 
approval document for the prohibition 

or use is in accordance with the Forest 
Service NEPA procedures. 

(2) Identification of lands not suitable 
for timber production. (i) The responsible 
official must identify lands within the 
plan area as not suitable for timber 
production (§ 219.16) if: 

(A) Statute, Executive Order, or reg-
ulation prohibits timber production on 
the land; or 

(B) The Secretary of Agriculture or 
the Chief of the Forest Service has 
withdrawn the land from timber pro-
duction; or 

(C) The land is not forest land (as de-
fined at § 219.16); or 

(D) Timber production would not be 
compatible with the achievement of de-
sired conditions and objectives estab-
lished by the plan for those lands; or 

(E) The technology is not available 
for conducting timber harvest without 
causing irreversible damage to soil, 
slope, or other watershed conditions or 
substantial and permanent impairment 
of the productivity of the land; or 

(F) There is no reasonable assurance 
that such lands can be adequately re-
stocked within 5 years after final re-
generation harvest. 

(ii) This identification in a plan is 
not a final decision compelling, approv-
ing, or prohibiting projects and activi-
ties. A final determination of suit-
ability for timber production is made 
through project and activity decision-
making. 

(3) Lands suitable for timber produc-
tion. After considering physical, eco-
logical, social, economic, and other 
pertinent factors to the extent feasible, 
a Responsible Official may establish 
timber production as an objective in a 
plan for any lands not identified in 
paragraph (a)(2)(i) of this section. The 
responsible official must review lands 
not suited for timber production at 
least once every 10 years, or as other-
wise prescribed by law, to determine 
their suitability for timber production. 
As a result of this 10-year review, tim-
ber production may be established as a 
plan objective for any lands found to be 
suitable for such purpose through 
amendment or revision of the plan. 

(4) Other lands where trees may be har-
vested for multiple use values other than 
timber production. Designation of lands 
as not suitable for timber production 
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does not preclude the harvest of trees 
on those lands for salvage, sanitation, 
or other multiple use purposes. Except 
for lands described at paragraph 
(a)(2)(i)(E) of this section, timber har-
vest may be used as a tool to assist in 
achieving or maintaining applicable 
desired conditions or objectives. 

(b) Plan provisions for resource man-
agement. A plan should include provi-
sions for the following: 

(1) Limitations on even-aged timber 
harvest methods, including provisions 
to require harvest in a manner con-
sistent with the protection of soil, wa-
tershed, fish, wildlife, recreation, and 
aesthetic resources and the regenera-
tion of the timber resource, including 
requirements that even-aged harvest 
may occur only upon a finding that it 
is appropriate and that clearcutting 
may occur only upon a finding that it 
is the optimum method to meet the ob-
jectives and requirements of the plan; 

(2) Maximum size openings created 
by timber harvest according to geo-
graphic areas, forest types, or other 
suitable classifications for areas to be 
cut in one regeneration harvest oper-
ation. This limit may be less than, but 
will not exceed, 60 acres for the Doug-
las-fir forest type of California, Or-
egon, and Washington; 80 acres for the 
southern yellow pine types of Alabama, 
Arkansas, Georgia, Florida, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Oklahoma, and Texas; 100 
acres for the hemlock-Sitka spruce for-
est type of coastal Alaska; and 40 acres 
for all other forest types. The plan 
must allow for exceeding its limita-
tions on maximum size openings after 
appropriate public notice and review by 
the supervisor of the responsible offi-
cial who normally would approve the 
harvest proposal. The plan maximum 
size openings must not apply to the 
size of areas harvested as a result of 
natural catastrophic conditions such as 
fire, insect and disease attack, or wind-
storm; 

(3) Provisions that cut blocks, patch-
es, or strips that are shaped and blend-
ed to the extent practicable with the 
natural terrain; 

(4) Provisions for maintaining or re-
storing soil and water resources, in-
cluding protection for streams, 
streambanks, shorelines, lakes, wet-

lands, and other bodies of water from 
detrimental changes in water tempera-
tures, blockages of water courses, and 
deposits of sediment, when manage-
ment activities are likely to seriously 
and adversely affect water conditions 
or fish habitat; 

(5) Provisions that timber harvest 
projects be considered through inter-
disciplinary review, assessing the po-
tential environmental, biological, aes-
thetic, engineering, and economic im-
pacts on the sale area, as well as the 
consistency of the sale with the mul-
tiple use of the general area, and that 
the harvesting system used is not se-
lected primarily because it will give 
the greatest dollar return or the great-
est unit output of timber; 

(6) Provisions that there is reason-
able assurance that lands can be ade-
quately restocked within 5 years after 
final regeneration harvest; and 

(7) Provisions that soil, slope, or 
other watershed conditions will not be 
irreversibly damaged by timber har-
vest. 

(c) Forest Service Directive System pro-
cedures. (1) The Chief of the Forest 
Service must include in the Forest 
Service Directive System procedures 
for estimating the quantity of timber 
that can be removed annually in per-
petuity on a sustained-yield basis in 
accordance with 16 U.S.C. 1611. 

(2) The Chief of the Forest Service 
must include in the Forest Service Di-
rective System requirements assuring 
that even-aged stands of trees sched-
uled for harvest during the planning 
period have generally reached culmina-
tion of mean annual increment of 
growth. This requirement applies only 
to regeneration harvest of even-aged 
stands on lands identified as suitable 
for timber production and where tim-
ber production is a management pur-
pose for the harvest. 

(3) Forest Service Directive System 
procedures to fulfill the requirements 
of this paragraph shall be adopted fol-
lowing public involvement as described 
in 36 CFR part 216. 

§ 219.13 Objections to plans, plan 
amendments, or plan revisions. 

(a) Opportunities to object. Before ap-
proving a plan, plan amendment, or 
plan revision, the responsible official 
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